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various social duties. For instance, the duty of an official
to obey his superiors may conflict with the general duty
of a citizen to exercise his franchise according to his
best judgment, or to dissent from others in legislative
assemblies; and the duty of a judge to decide according to
law may conflict with the duty of exercising justice.

While our principle is not directly applicable to such cases,
it may yet be indirectly applied through the medium of the
scale of values that it suggests. In general, those norms are
to be preferred which express the more comprehensive duty,
or whose effects reach into the wider field of duty. Thus
the duties imposed on the individual by membership in
societies and unions for the protection of special interests
are inferior to his duties as a member of the community,
and the latter are inferior to his duties as a citizen of the
State. Where different legal prescriptions conflict, the more
important one should decide the action; and the more
important one is always that which protects the broader
and more comprehensive right.

It need hardly be added that principles, such as those
which we have been working out, regarding the preference of
certain norms over others, can never do more than indicate
the general direction in which we are to look for a solution
of the conflict of duties in particular cases, and that they
do not supersede special investigation of the conditions
preceding each individual choice of duties. It is only by
such investigation that a right application of the general
maxims is ensured. Free choice between different courses
of, action must always be a necessary element in the moral
life. The advantage of getting at fundamental moral
principles is not that it does away with free choice, but
that it guards it from the influence of accidental and varying
impulse.